INTRODUCTION

IN The Art of Book-Making Washington Irving,
whose Sketch Book is perhaps better known for its
pictures of English country life, takes us into the
reading-room of the British Museum to see the
" Book-Makers " at work. There is a geniality and
charm about Irving's work, mingled with a trace of
that irony and tolerant amusement to be expected
in a visitor from the New to the Old World.

In Grace Before Meat a theme which, in less skilful
hands, would have given rise to dull and heavy
moralizing, is treated with a sprightliness, delicacy
and disarming candour typical of the gentle Elia at
his best.

" Lamb dances round a subject; Hazlitt grapples
with it"1 Part of Lamb's charm lies in his subtlety
and whimsicality; Hazlitt is direct, vigorous and
penetrating. Hazlitt's style is free from mannerisms,
starch and frills; his arrangement is tidy, his construc-
tion four-square; yet he is never dull and he does not
" date " like many of the older essayists. About his
judgments on art, literature, and life there is a
permanence that makes him readable with profit
to-day. Those who know from painful experience
what " temporary (or chronic) pecuniary embarrass-
ment " means either in themselves or their acquaint-
1 Birrell, Obiter Dicta.
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